book, whose overall structure has served too much as a template for the structure of Origins. The problem is this. In chapter 2 (one of their best), they set the scene for the rest of the book in the following statement (p. 19):`One reason for discussing events as dierent as the origin of the genetic code, of sex, and of language in a single book is that we think that there are similarities between the dierent transitions, so that understanding one of them may shed light on the others.' In the ensuing few pages they elaborate on several possible common themes. Then, from chapter 3 on, we go through the various major transitions, essentially chapter-by-chapter. I would like to have seen all this lead up to a ®nal synthesizing chapter, where we would re-assess the extent to which the dierent transitions involved the same, or dierent, causes and consequences. But no such concluding chapter exists Ð rather, the end of the language chapter is also the end of the book. What a shame. And the inclusion, half way through, of two chapters (8 and 9) on genetic con¯icts and symbiosis is no substitute. While these serve to discuss some common themes alluded to at the beginning of the book, they omit others. Also, their placing between major transition 5 (the origin of sex) and major transition 6 (the origin of multicellularity) breaks the overall¯ow of the book, which is otherwise very logical.
Of course, you should not let this structural oddity stop you buying the book. Why not instead, after reading it, write your own ®nal chapter? That way, you could ask questions like whether genetic assimilation (see Waddington, 1953) , which Maynard Smith & SzathmaÂ ry claim (p. 166) to be involved in the origin of language, was also involved in the other origins, and if so which. Generalizing from this, you could turn their list of transitions (p. 17) into a transitions´mechanisms matrix and think which boxes should have ticks, crosses or question-marks. Alternatively, we could all wait for the authors to do this themselves in Major Transitions 4.
